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SUMMARY

When civil war broke out in his home country in 2011, Hassan Al Kontar was a 
young Syrian living and working in the UAE. He refused to return to Syria for 
compulsory military service and lived illegally before being deported to Malaysia 
in November 2017. Four months later, unable to obtain a visa for any other country, 
he became trapped in the arrivals zone at Kuala Lumpur Airport. 

Exiled by war and trapped by geopolitics, Al Kontar used social media and humour 
to tell his story to the world, becoming an international celebrity and ultimately 
� nding refuge in Canada.

Man@the_airport explores what it means to be a Syrian, an “illegal” and a refugee. 
More broadly, it examines the power of social media to amplify individual voices 
and facilitate political dissent. 

MARKETING & PROMOTION
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His only weapon was a cellphone

SELLING FEATURES

Topical subject matter: May 2021 marks the tenth anniversary of the Syrian 
refugee crisis. As the largest humanitarian emergency of our time, this issue 
continues to generate widespread interest. Additionally, this book highlights the 
evolving political implications of social media. 

International spokesperson: � e author has been designated by the International 
Red Cross as their o�  cial spokesperson for World Refugee Day (June 20). His story 
will be featured in a worldwide campaign of videos, interviews and press releases. 

High pro� le author: � e author is a sought-a� er speaker who regularly addresses 
universities and high schools as well as faith and humanitarian organizations 
throughout the world. 
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Hassan Al Kontar – Selected Media Coverage 

BRITISH
BBC – “Hassan Al Kontar: Inside the story of his rescue”: https://www.bbc.com/
news/world-us-canada-46547794

� e Guardian – “You can feel the love” – his new life in Canada: https://www.
theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/07/syrian-who-lived-in-airport-
new-life-canada-hassan-al-kontar

BBC –  “Who is the man trapped in an Airport helping now” https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-middle-east-49296093

� e Independent – “Syrian asylum seeker living in Malaysia airport since March 
arrested” https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/hassan-al-kontar

� e Guardian – “Its Not My War” https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/
apr/12/its-not-my-war-the-syrian-man-who-has-spent-a-month-living-in-kuala-
lumpur-airport  

� e Guardian – Did a Nas Daily video about a Syrian asylum seeker at KLIA2 
hasten his deportation? https://theindependent.sg/did-a-nas-daily-video-about-a-
syrian-asylum-seeker-at-klia2-hasten-his-deportation/

Vice – “� is Syrian refugee has been stuck in an Airport Transit Zone for more 
than a month” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIrxOLc5Cbs

AMERICAN 
NBC – “Syrian stranded for months at Malaysian airport gets fresh start in 
Canada” https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/syrian-stranded-months-
malaysian-airport-gets-fresh-start-canada-n962126

Washington Post – “Trapped in an airport for 37 days” https://www.
washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2018/04/12/a-syrian-man-has-been-
trapped-in-the-malaysia-airport-for-37-days-and-counting/

CNN – “Syrian man trapped in an airport for over 40 days” https://www.cnn.com/
videos/world/2018/04/24/syrian-man-hassan-al-kontar-malaysia-airport-chiou-
pkg.cnn 

New York Times – “A Syrian refugee is arrested” https://www.nytimes.
com/2018/10/03/world/asia/syria-refugee-malaysia-airport.html

INTERNATIONAL
Nas Daily – “� e Airport Prisoner” 3 videos in total (26 million views on
Facebook for all the three):  https://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=345592762678999

ABC Australia – “Syrian refugee lands in Canada a� er being stranded in a 
Malaysian airport for seven months” https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-28/
hassan-al-kontar-stranded-airport-seven-months-canada/10564718
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Forthcoming Media

CANADA
Globe & Mail – May 1, 2021

CBC “As It Happens” – May 24, 2021

CTV “Your Morning” – May 26, 2021

Vancouver Sun [syndicated
nation-wide] – review plus feature 
article in Entertainment section,
May 29, 2021

Quill & Quire  – review and feature, 
July 2021
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Forthcoming Events

INTERNATIONAL
International Red Cross – June 20, 
2021 (World Refugee Day)

Médecins sans frontiers — date TBC

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Hassan Al Kontar was raised in a prosperous Syrian home, the middle child of a 
mechanical engineer and nurse. He was working in the UAE when his work permit 
expired and civil war broke out in his home country. A conscientious objector by 
faith and temperament, he opted for a hand-to-mouth existence in the shadows 
until he was arrested and deported. Now a permanent resident of Canada based in 
Vancouver, he continues to advocate for refugees around the world.


